A SCHOOLBOY S  CARE
Fox's schemes of Indian Reform 2   Lord Chancellor Campbell,
in his Lives of the Chancellors, answers this question as follows:
If it ever be excusable in a King of England to cabal against his
Ministers, George HI may well be defended for the course he now
took; for they had been forced upon him by a factious intrigue,
and public opinion was decidedly in his favour.
Constitutional custom, however, is quite definite that it is never
excusable in a monarch to cabal against his Ministers. It is
practically certain that the majority of the people of England
were not in favour of Fox's policy. Not many months were to
elapse before they demonstrated their disapproval at the hustings;
and not even the immense influence which Fox had at his dis-
posal could hold back the political landslide which overwhelmed
his party. There was open to George a perfectly legitimate line
of action: on the ground that Fox's Bills were contrary to the
wishes of the majority of his subjects he could have vetoed them,
and, if necessary, have forced the Ministry to go to the country.
One should not forget, on the other hand, that politics in the
eighteenth century were practised very differently than nowa-
days : * an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth' was as
good a political as Mosaic precept; and George did nothing more
than his traducers would have done had they found themselves
in his position. A poor defence perhaps for his action, but
one which all of his contemporaries could have understood and
appreciated had they wanted to do so.
william pitt was only in his twenty-fifth year when he took
office as Prime Minister of Great Britain; but he possessed all
the confidence and courage of youth, and a great deal more
ability than is usually to be found in young men of the same age.
At the feet of his distinguished father he had learnt the arts of
successful political management. He was endowed with the gift
of leadership; he was a convincing and eloquent speaker; he
possessed an illimitable reserve of patience; he was a hard worker;
and not only was he politically incorruptible but his private life
was unsullied even by the indiscretions of youth. Short though
his parliamentary career had been when he was summoned to
direct the nation's affairs [he first entered the House of Commons
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